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GLOBAL SHOES - Leading Trade Show for sourcing  
Düsseldorf, Germany, 11 to 13 Sept 2009
A Report by:  A. Fayaz Ahmad, Export Promotion Officer, CLE

Provided Reliability in Unsettled Times +++28,500 
visitors at the Düsseldorf Shoe Fair +++ GDS convinced 

visitors with its variety of Brands and information

Shoes and Accessories Trends for the coming season as well 
as a concentrated range of communication and sectoral 
information were focused in the GDS – International Event 
for Shoes & Accessories which took place in Düsseldorf, 
Germany from September 11 to 13, 2009.  Alongside the 
GDS, at the same dates at the same Fairground, Global 
Shoes – Leading Trade Show for sourcing was held, which 
has become the world’s leading business and sourcing 
forum for high volume companies and their collections over 
all product and price ranges.

In the GDS, which was spread over 7 halls of the fairground, 
765 exhibitors from as much as 31 countries presented their 
collections for spring / summer 2010 and immediate Ranges 
for autumn / winder 2009/10. The products on display 
included Women’s, Men’s and Children shoes, Bags, Belts, 
small leather goods and other accessories as well as shop and 
deco. The white cubes – a premium area for progressive high 
quality footwear – had designer labels and leading footwear 
agencies against a backdrop of a puristic white design with 
several exhibitors and agents. GDS is the best place for new 
fashion business, to discover new opportunities. GDS Trade 
Show was creative, inspirational and world class in terms of 
its concept and service and is the International meeting place 
for the shoe business as it gives a comprehensive overview 
of the collections and brands. 

In the Global Shoes held at 2 halls (Hall 8a & 8b) of the 
Fairground, 380 exhibitors from 21 countries participated. 
The countries present in the Global Shoes were Bangladesh, 
China, Germany, Greece, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 
Israel, Malaysia, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Poland, Serbia, 
Singapore, Slovakia South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey, 
USA and Vietnam. Products catered to by the Global Shoes 
are dress shoes for men and women, sneakers, wellness and 
comfort shoes, hiking shoes, athletic shoes, rubber boots, 
slippers, children’s shoes and much more.  

When compared with the previous years event, this still 
constitutes a drop of 15% but over the March Event, an 
impressive 34% plus.  Global Shoes underlined its significance 
as a leading fair for Original Equipment Manufacturers and 
volume suppliers. Global Shoes is a representative reflection 
of the volume market business. The products on display 
included wide range of women’s, men’s, children’s and 
sports shoes through to casual and wellness footwear. 

As such, put together, a total of 1145 Exhibitors from 42 
countries presented their latest shoe and bag collections 
in the GDS / Global Shoes. A visit to the GDS is fruitful 
and worthwhile just to see the major brands exhibiting 
here. Global Shoes has become a “don’t miss” event for 
the worldwide shoe industry, to make essential contacts 
through direct channels, see the latest fashion trends and 
learnt about current developments.

Over the last few seasons, GDS has further strengthened 
its supporting programmes. The supporting programmes 
organized during the Fair primarily aimed at gearing 
specialist retailers up for the ordering discussions and 
daily business and at providing them with new ideas and 
impressions. The shoe and bag trends were presented 
in different Fashion Shows, explained in detail in Trend 
Lectures and illustrated in Trend Installations. Workshops 
and Seminars highlighted interesting themes currently 
moving the shoe sector. Get-togethers, award ceremonies 
entertainingly round off the GDS’s supporting programmes.  
And with just a few exceptions, everything featured in the 
supporting programme is covered in the price of admission 
making it free of charge to visitors.  Some of the notable 
events are ; A R S Sutoria presented a seminar which 
enlightened buyers and retailers with key technical details 
for different shoe styles and demonstrated what to look out 
for when comparing price and quality, Schuhkurier made a 
presentation showing the audience how to design the shop 
windows with good ideas to impress the customers and 
boosts sales and their presentation included tips on sales 
promotion , store designs and simple decoration methods.  
Likewise, several associated events took place during the 
GDS / Global Shoes Fair.

In times of crisis, buyers and retailers needs to be especially 
well informed to make the right ordering decisions. GDS 
provided them the necessary expert knowledge as well as 
new ideas and inspirations. Over the three days of the GDS 
Fair (11-13, 2009 September) International visitors were able 
to gather a wide range of information on the latest trends 
and market developments.  Many countries organized group 
participations. Spain Pavilion had 60 Spanish companies 
participating in the GDS.  Brazil had 19 companies in the 
Brazilian Footwear stand.  This apart, 8 individual Brazilian 
companies had their stands. Portugal had the participation 
of 33 companies at the GDS.   The Global Shoes Halls had 
the country stands of Taiwan, Singapore, Thailand, China 
and India.




