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Road Show to promote the Indian Leather Industry at LINEAPELLE, 
SIMAC - TANNING TECH, Bologna, Italy, Oct. 13-15, 2009
Report by Mr Ali Ahmed Khan, Executive Director, Council for Leather Exports

both times in the Exhibition Centre in Bologna. The Event 
showcases the high quality Italian leather which makes 
it integral to the world leather trade, more than 30,000 
companies generate an excess of US $ 100 billion each year. 
At LINEAPELLE, around 1200 companies from over 50 
countries participate and/or visits.  

The Exhibition has also been adapted to diversity its offerings 
through more ‘niche’ events; Trend selections in New York 
and London, Anteprima in Milan and Lineapelle Asia, 
China. The sectors which gets admitted to the Lineapelle 
are Tanners, Accessories, Components, Synthetics, Textiles 
etc and the collected exhibited are addressed to the markets 
of garments / gloves, footwear, leather goods, furniture and 
car interior decoration.

Mr. Ali Ahmed Khan, Executive Director - CLE, interacting with Mr. Luca 
Boltra, respresentative of Lineapelle in the CLE Information Booth.

 National Association of Italian Manufacturers of Footwear, 
Leather Goods & Tannery Machines and Accessories 

(ASSOMAC)  organizing a bi-annual Event namely SIMAC-
TANNING TECH – International Exhibitions of Machines 
and Technologies for footwear, leather goods and tanning 
industry.  This Event takes place in Bologna, which is one 
of the important Italian clusters for the leather industry.  
LINEAPELLE is the most important international exhibition 
dedicated to leather, accessories, components, synthetics 
and models for footwear, leather goods, garments and 
furniture. This Fair is held in Bologna, concurrently with 
SIMAC – TANNING TECH. ASSOMAC has proposed to the 
Council to conduct a promotion for Indian leather industry 
in the Bologna Event during Oct 13-15, 2009 so as to present 
the Indian Leather Industry and its production systems to 
the Italian manufacturers of machinery required for the 
leather and leather product industry. For this purpose, 
ASSOMAC has provided space to the Council to put up the 
‘India Information Booth’. This measure is aimed towards 
exploring collaborative arrangements between India and 
Italy which is very vital to the leather industries of both 
the countries. In this background, the Council conducted 
a Road Show in Bologna by having an ‘Information Booth’ 
in the SIMAC Tanning Tech Event and also interacted with 
Italian companies, trade visitors and industry Associations 
in Italy. 

Mr. Ali Ahmed Khan, Executive Director of the Council for 
Leather Exports attended the Simac Tanning Tech during 
Oct 13-15, 2009.  The Council’s Information Booth was in 
Hall 34–Stand F14.  The CLE Stand had display of brochures 
of Indian leather industry, the Council’s in-house magazine 
Leathers, Directory of Members of CLE, Pamphlets, DILF 
Brochure, IILF Brochure, and Brochure on Investment 
opportunities etc, and all these publicity materials were 
distributed to the trade visitors. There were several inquiries 
on the Indian leather industry, and these were promptly 
attended to.  Mr. Ali Ahmed Khan visited the Lineapelle 
and interacted with Italian exhibitors and trade visitors, and 
during such interactions, opportunity potential available 
to the Italian companies in the Indian leather industry was 
explained including the huge domestic market for footwear 
and leather goods & accessories in India. 

LINEAPELLE
Lineapelle Fair launched in 1981 became the most important 
international exhibition of leather and accessories, 
components, synthetics for footwear, leather goods, garment 
and furniture. The Event takes place twice a year, in March 
for the summer and October for the winter collections, 
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SIMAC
SIMAC is the International Exhibition of Machines and 
Technologies for footwear and leather goods industries. 

A view of the machinery stands

  

The Event is organized by ASSOMAC. SIMAC is the 
exhibition meant for footwear and leather goods machinery 
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manufacturers from all over the world who have the 
possibility of seeing machineries required for production. 
Latest machinery with advanced technologies was presented 
in the SIMAC. 

TANNING TECH
Tanning Tech is the International Exhibition of machines and 
technologies for tanning industry. The Event is organized 
by ASSOMAC. Tanning Tech exhibition showcases the 
chemicals and technology of leather processing. Tanning 
Tech Halls have the most innovative technological proposals, 
the areas housing the great multinationals of chemistry 
propose the optimal solutions for a very high quality and, at 
the same time, eco-friendly tanning activity
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1135 exhibitors at LINEAPELLE
Tanneries 577 + Accessories components 431 + synthetics 
104 + models/schools 13 + others 10

The 77th Edition of LINEAPELLE, presented the collections 
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exhibitors, 788 Italians and 346 foreigners, coming from 47 
countries, all spread out over a surface area of 42000 square 
meters of space.  
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According to the Fair Organizer, the exhibition is being held 
at a time when the situation is still uncertain, but there are, 
however, a few signs of improvement. In 2008, the overall 
turnover within LINEAPELLE sectors was in excess of €11 
billion, and exports (which accounted for approximately 
66%) brought in €7 billion. 
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The focus of the companies involved is on creativity, 
quality and their customer service skills.  LINEAPELLE 
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event, so emphasizing Italy’s central role within the leather 
trade on the international market.

TRENDS - LINEAPELLE
The stylistic route for this AUTUMN / WINTER (2010 /2011) 
is well mapped out.
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and zero patent.  The colours are warm and full bodied. With 
a complete ban on anything kitsch.  The time has come for 
chamois and nubuk.  Laminating and glazing are holding on 
in there, but only in solutions that are capable of enriching, 
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been transformed into a longing for antiquity:  like a type of 


