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Leather Products Sector
As far as leather products /Garments are concerned, there 
are  good number of cottage units with production capacity 
between 50- 200 pieces per day.  About 15 units have 
production between 200-500 pieces per day who are mainly 
engaged in export business. Export of leather goods made 
of ” Ostrich bird leather” is an unique collection amongst 
many other exciting leather products. Besides, a  good range 
of leather articles such as Brief cases, ladies bags, wallets, 
organizers, jewellery boxes etc, are exported to European 
and North American market. 

Export Performance of leather & leather products and 
footwear:  (Value in US$.million)

Sector 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007- 08 % variation 
Leather 211 221 257 66 84 (+6.77%)
Footwear 68 88 95 136 170 (+ 25.0%)
Leather 
goods 3.60 7.35 7.18 11.03 8.87 (- 19.58%)

Total 283 316 360 413 463 (+12.1%)

NB: Footwear and Leather sector had shown consistent 
growth in exports

Estimated export Projections for leather, leather products 
and footwear:  (Value in US$.million )

Sector 2008-09 2009-10 20010-11 20011-12
Leather 313 344 378 416
Footwear 204 245 294 352
Leather goods 10 11 12 14
Total 527 600 684 782

NB:  Average Footwear export growth projections at 20% 
per annum . Leather & Leather  goods at 10% .  

Buyer-Seller Meet for Footwear Components & 
Accessories: 
The footwear and leather goods industry in Bangladesh 
has been steadily increasing its production base over the 
past years.  According to Bangladesh Industry sources, this 
sector has stood the test of time and the global financial crisis 
has not made much impact on its export,  With abundant 
availability of work force and the raw-material (leather),this 
sector envisages higher growth in coming years. As a 
result, demand for  footwear components and accessories is 
expected to increase further.

Bangladesh Economy

 Bangladesh is mainly agrarian economy, with expanding 
industrial and services sector, having sectoral  share 

of  29.7% and 49.4% in GDP.  Bilateral merchandise trade 
between India and Bangladesh has increased and it doubled 
in the last four years from about US.$.1.69 billion to 
US.$.3.63 billion. India is the 10th largest export destination 
for Bangladesh and India is the largest source of imports for 
Bangladesh  and the imports from India doubled in last four 
years reaching US.$.3631.78 million in 2007-08. 

Bangladesh Leather Sector
The leather industry in Bangladesh is estimated to be over 
half- a century old. By and large, it has progressed with 
gradual development in terms of output of Finished Leather, 
Leather Footwear and Leather goods. There are over 240 
tanneries in the country with annual output of about 200 
million sq.ft.

Footwear Sector in Bangladesh 
According to base-line survey conducted by Bangladesh 
Leather Service Centre (BLSC), there are about 1809 
enterprises/workshops dealing in Footwear and 136 dealing 
in leather goods.  Out of these 708 and 128 enterprises 
respectively are in Dhaka. Rest are outside Dhaka. Most of 
these are very small and micro enterprises/Artisans. More 
than 80% of them engage upto 10 workers.  93.5% of the 
footwear units have production capacity between 50 -200 
pairs  per day. All types of Sandals account for nearly 80% 
of total production. 

About 25-30 are fully mechanized footwear plants, out of 
which more than 10 units have their own source of upper 
leather and a few of them have also  own facilities of 
manufacturing soling materials (TPR,NR, ABS,etc.)

Principal Footwear lines mostly for export are: 
Wide range of Men’s Dress Shoes including Moccasins, 
with TPR,NR,EVA,PVC Soles, etc. Leather Soles are also 
used for higher price bracket.. Full aniline, semi-Aniline, 
Nappa, lightly milled Cow leather are commonly used for 
these Dress shoes. Casual Shoes with Nubuck, Suede, Crazy 
Horse Leather/oil-pull up,  burnished leathers. Very large 
range of Summer lines are made of Cow/Buffalo leather with 
Veg. tanned leather insole and EVA or PU or TPR or Neolite 
Soles. A fairly large line of Ladies Shoes are produced  with 
Goat skins or Nappa type cow leather and Neolite Sole with 
ABS heels.

Ladies Summer Lines are also regularly available for 
customers in Middle East , Japan , South Africa, etc. Limited 
production of children shoes are also available from a few 
shoe factories.
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